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Welcome to the second Public Information Centre (PIC) for the
Middleport Bridge Class Environmental Assessment Study.

This project is being undertaken to determine a solution to structural
and functional deficiencies at the Middleport Bridge.

We would like your feedback on the alternatives under consideration.

The Project Team, comprised of staff from the County of Brant and
their Consultant, MRC, are available to provide information, answer
your questions and listen to your ideas and concerns.

Please ask questions and make your opinions known to us. We also
encourage you to complete a comment sheet before leaving, and on
it, indicate whether or not you would like to be added to the project
mailing list.

THANK YOU FOR SIGNING IN AT THE FRONT DESK

b

MRC
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The process is shown in the following flow chart. This is a Schedule
‘B’ project and will therefore include Phase 1, 2 and 5.
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The Middleport Bridge carries Middleport Road over a
tributary of Big Creek approximately 1.5 km north of County
Highway No. 54, Lot 16, Concession 3, in the former
Township of Onondaga.
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The Middleport Bridge is a single span, solid (earth filled)
spandrel arch bridge constructed in circa 1930’s.

Overall length is 20.4m; overall width is 6.2m.
The bridge is a single lane with a lane width of 4.57m.

The average annual daily traffic (AADT) count on the bridge
was 30 at the time of closure.

The posted speed limit on Middleport Road at the site is
80km/h.

The Middleport Bridge is currently closed to vehicle traffic. The
bridge was closed in October 2005.

The bridge was posted with a load limit of 10 tonnes single
gross vehicle weight prior to being closed.

Big Creek is a warmwater stream at the Middleport Bridge.
The waters of Big Creek at the site are navigable.

Associated with Big Creek at this location are lands that are
impacted by flooding and erosion hazards.

The study area is within a regulatory flood plain.

Valley slopes are present near the crossing, as indicated by the
GRCA.

The map has been generated using images and information
provided by the GRCA. The next display provides a map
showing some of these features.
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Background information was gathered and existing conditions
were identified, including:

Structure, roadway, and utilities
Area features and property
Environmental, heritage and archaeological features

Based on the assessment of the Middleport Bridge and an
overview of the area features, the problem being addressed is
described as follows:

The bridge is in an advanced state of deterioration
The bridge is closed to traffic

The bridge has deficient barrier protection and guide rail
protection

The Middleport Bridge is in poor condition with a number of
structural and functional physical deficiencies.
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The first PIC was held on June 11, 2009 to review the study
process, the assessment of existing conditions, and potential
alternatives for the Middleport Bridge site. Alternative solutions
presented were:

Do Nothing
Rehabilitate the Existing Bridge
Replacement of the Existing Bridge

Remove the Existing Bridge and Do Not Replace — Construct
turnarounds within existing right-of-way.

Prior to the public input phase, the alternative to “Remove the
Existing Bridge and Do Not Replace” was identified as the
preliminary recommended solution based on technical merits.
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The following design alternatives were noted for comment:

REPLACEMENT ALTERNATIVES
A. Do nothing

B. Remove bridge and build new single lane bridge on existing
alignment

C. Remove bridge and build new two lane bridge on existing
alignment

REMOVAL ALTERNATIVES

D. Close Middleport Road at Big Creek Road and construct
turnaround after last private driveway from County Highway #54

E. Construct turnaround on either side of the bridge outside the
regulatory flood plain

F. Construct turnaround on either side of the bridge at Big Creek
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Based on the comments received, adjacent property owners and
the general public indicated:

General consensus that there is no overwhelming objection to
the closure of Middleport Road and the removal of the
Middleport Bridge;

Concern that location of road closure and turnarounds may
restrict access to properties along Middleport Road

General consensus that there would be minimal benefit to the
community given high cost associated with replacement of the
bridge;

Farmers on both sides of the Middleport Bridge indicated that
they currently take farm equipment around adjacent north-south
routes.
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Based on the comments received at PIC #1, the Project Team
further developed the following Alternative Solutions:

A. Do nothing
B. Remove the existing bridge
C. Replace the existing bridge
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Roadway Geometrics , including drainage, grades, horizontal
curves

Transportation/Traffic Maintenance , including existing and
future traffic operations, emergency vehicle access, flexibility for
staged construction

Structure , including structural deficiencies, functional
deficiencies, advanced state of deterioration, barrier deficiencies,
guide rail deficiencies and general safety concerns

Natural Environment , including direct and/or indirect impacts
on watercourses, fisheries, aquatic habitat, terrestrial ecosystems,
and shoreline habitat

Socio-Economic Environment , including direct and/or indirect
impacts related to property, utility facilities, site contamination and
noise

Cultural Environment , including impact on archaeology, built
heritage and cultural landscape resources

Cost Estimate , including property and construction costs
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Please ask questions
County of Brant and Consultant staff are available
Reports are on display

Information presented at this PIC is available on the County of
Brant website at www.brant/ca/notices

Please fill out a comment sheet

After this Information Centre, the following will be carried out:

Review the comments received and respond to questions;

Review alternative solutions in response to any comments
received and revise as required

Complete and submit a Project File for a 30 day review period
and Environmental Assessment approval;

Advise public of 30-day review period via “Notice of Study
Completion”; and

Address any outstanding concerns

Thank you for attending

Please ask questions and
fill out a comment sheet before you leave




