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      ONONDAGA FIREFIGHTERS  

  FEATURED ON FRONT PAGE OF  

BRANTFORD EXPOSITOR, MAR. 2/09 

     Deputy District Chief Dean Featherston, Tyler McBlain 

and Josh VanSickle were pictured on the front of the 

Brantford Expositor in early spring of this year.  They were 

shown participating in an Ice Water Rescue certification 

course that the County of Brant provided.  Many 

Onondaga firefighters are now trained in Swift Water 

Rescue and several are trained in Ice water Rescue.   This 

year has seen a special focus on water rescue training.   

With the Grand River, ponds and creeks in Onondaga, 

this training is often practiced and ready to use. 

  

 

 

  

STAY FIRE 

SMART! 

DON’T GET 

BURNED 

 
Onondaga Firefighters Get New Rescue Boat 

In August of 2009 Onondaga firefighters welcomed 
their new Zodiac type rescue boat from the County 
of Brant.  It replaces the old boat that the former 

Onondaga firefighters bought over fifty years ago. 

FIRE PREVENTION WINTER SAFETY 

Á Have chimneys and heating systems cleaned, inspected and serviced at regular intervals by a professional. 

Á Space heaters or other heating appliances should have at least 3 feet around them with no combustible materials. 

Á Smoking while in bed, or under the influence of alcohol or medication is the most common cause of fires that kill.   

Á Educate  children that fire is not a toy; make sure they know that all fires, even small ones can spread very quickly. 

Á If doubt exists about any appliance or electrical equipment that you have, get a qualified technician to check it out. 

Á Keep flammable liquids away from flames or sources of sparks (remember pilot lights) and never smoke while pouring flammables. 

Á With fireplaces, open the damper before lighting the fire and keep it open until the ashes are cool enough to touch. 

Á Do not store combustible materials like paper or wood too close to the fireplace. 

Á In fireplaces, use dry, well-seasoned wood in small amounts. 

Á Never overload your fireplace. 

Á When using artificial logs, burn only one at a time and follow the instructions on the wrapping of the logs. 

Á Never use charcoal starter fluids, gasoline or any other flammable substance to start fires. 

Á Always place the ashes from a fireplace or woodstove in a metal container and take them outside the house. 

Á Install a carbon monoxide detector, but still think prevention by yearly inspection and maintenance on appliances & heating systems. 



 

 

                   

ONONDAGA FIREFIGHTERS GO ABOVE AND BEYOND...  

Under the dual leadership of dedicated Training Officer Capt. Barry McBlain and capable, knowledgeable firefighter Dennis Mundy, Onondaga 

firefighters initiated a joint Swift Water Rescue practice with the Big Creek Boat Farm & Caledonia firefighters in Aug./09 on the Grand River.  This 

realistic training involved Onondaga & Caledonia firefighters working cooperatively to practice mock up water rescue situations. Caledonia and 

Onondaga firefighters got to know each othersô rescue equipment & liked working together in this worthwhile exercise pictured below.   

 

 

 

 
Kids:  Can you spot at least 8 fire hazards in 

this kitchen pictu red above?    Check your 

kitchen and see if any of these same hazards 

are there.  Tell a parent if you spot any.  

MATCH THE CORRECT ANSWER WITH EACH QUESTION 

 How many smoke 

detectors  should you have 

in your home? 

How often  should you 

check and replace 

batteries in your smoke 

detectors or test electric 

ones? 

When escaping from a 

fire, should you run, walk 

or crawl?  

What should you do with 

matches or lighters if you 

find them?  

What should you do if you 

are the first one out o f a 

burning building?  

 

You should wait at the 

place you and your family 

decided on during your 

fire drill.  Never go back 

for pets, toys or any other 

reason. 

You need to have at least 

one working smoke 

detector on each level of 

your home. 

You should crawl to avoid 

the smoke and heat.  

You should test fire 

detectors once a  month 

and replace batteries 

every year.  

You should tell an adult 

about them.  

Message from District Chief Station 6 Onondaga,  

Mid 2009, Onondaga firefighters welcomed new County of Brant Fire Chief Paul Boisonneault.  Paul brings a fresh new approach, 

knowledge and experience;  Onondaga firefighters are enjoying working with him and wish him well in his new position.   

As a community, we should be extremely proud of our volunteer firefighters.  I am particularly grateful for how much of their time they are 

giving now that our focus has grown to include more rescue and medical assist capabilities. This has resulted in more specialized training and 

more equipment to check and maintain.  Next time you see your neighbours and friends who are Onondaga firefighters ï Deputy District 

Chief Dean Featherston, Capt. Paul Hamilton, Capt. Barry McBlain, Paul Barton, Terry Charlton, Bob Devereux, Jim Groves, Josh Groves, 

Joe Hirschegger, Jamie McBay, Tyler McBlain, Grant McCulloch, Jay McLellan, Dennis Mundy, Jerry Smith, Steve Smith and 

JoshVanSickle ï thank them for all the time and energy that they give to help make Onondaga a safer place to live. Thank you guys.        

 

              

              

              

              

       

 

 

 FIRE PREVENTION TIP FOR FARMERS; 

Before you start using block heaters, ensure your 

extension cord is heavy enough and in good shape.  

The plug for the block heater must have shiny prongs 

to make good contact.  These heaters draw a lot of 

current.  Remember if this connection overheats and 

catches fire, there are many combustibles nearby.  

Two local barn/shed fires have been caused this way 

in the last two years with  tractors stored in a shed.  

 

  Larry Armes, District Chief Station 6 Onondaga 

 


