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ONONDAGA FIREFIGHTERS
FEATURED ON FRONT PAGE OF

BRANTFORD EXPOSITOR, MAR. 2/09
Deputy District Chief Dean Featherston, Tyler McBlain

and Josh VanSickle were pictured on the front of the

I ICE TRAINING: Firefighters learn how to save lives

Brantford Expositor in early spring of this year. They were
shown participating in an lce Water Rescue certification
course that the County of Brant provided. Many
Onondaga firefighters are now trained in Swift Water

Rescue and several are trained in Ice water Rescue. This
year has seen a special focus on water rescue training.
With the Grand River, ponds and creeks in Onondaga,
this training is often practiced and ready to use.

BRIAN THOMPSON The Expositor
rescue training session on Saturday

from frigid

County of Brant firefighters Tyler McBlain (left) and John van Sickl
Pinehurst Lak A

River rescue ready

BY RICHARD BEALES
Expositor Staff

PARIS — A group of 13 Brant
County firefighters got some
chilly lessons in rescue work on
the weekend, when they took
turns playing victim and rescuer
in the frigid waters of Pinehurst
Lake Conservation Area.

On Saturday morning, they
were learning how to drop a
sled-like device called a rescue
board into holes in the ice, so
victims could grab it. The board
was attached to a long rope,
which rescuers metres away
then tugged to extract the victim.

Capt. Michael MacCormack,
of Station 1 Paris, was explaining
the techniques used, but inter-
rupted himself to shout out
instructions when the exercise
appeared to be going awry.

“Stop!” “Pull!” "Up!" *No

pause!” MacCormack shouted,
The team finished the rescue,
did a quick postmortem on what
caused the problem, then did it
again, properly this time.

MacCormack was acting as an
instructor for the Advanced
Rescue Techniques School of
Canada. Two other instructors
were also there with him: Paul
Tarsitano, a paramedic with the
Toronto police marine unit, and
John Millar, a 20-year veteran at
the school.

MacCormack explained that
first, rescuers are trained to
rescue themselves.

“A firefighter has to be able to
take care of himself and his part-
ner,” he said.

That exercise was followed
during the weekend's 16 hours of
training by a series of rescue
techniques, each of which took
the rescuers closer to the victims

than the last.

First, they were coached to
talk the victim out of his predica-
ment. Then came the ropes, or
throw bags, or other implements
to grab on to.

“Reach rescuers” came next,
including a pole that has rope
loops on the end, for hooking
around the arms of victims.
Stretchers and rescue sleds then
bring rescuers even closer,

“With each (scenario), it esca-
lates how close you get,’ Mac-
Cormack said.

As a last resort, rescuers are
taught safe procedures for diving
in to save their victims. Inflatable
devices are used at this point,

The weekend was actually
colder than ideal, MacCormack
said.

“When somebody (in real life)
has an accident, it's usually
when the ice is mushy,” he said.

“In spring or fall, when there's
rotten ice, that's when accidents
happen.”

The 13 firefighters, most from
the Paris and Onandaga stations,

will be issued certificates
acknowledging course comple-
tion. Earlier, they completed 24
hours of fast-water rescue train-
ing.

STAY FIRE
SMART!

DON’T GET
BURNED

Onondaga Firefighters Get New Rescue Boat
In August of 2009 Onondaga firefighters we
their new Zodiac type rescue boat from the
of Brant. It replaces the old boat that the fo
Onondaga firefighters bought over fifty year

FIRE PREVENTION WINTER SAFETY

Have chimneggad heating systeafsaned, inspected and serviced at regular intervals by a professional.

Space heateos other heating appliances should have at least 3 feet around them with no combustible materials.
Smoking while in bed, or under the influence of alcohol or medication is the most common cause of fires that Kkill.
Educatechildren that firenigt a toy; make sure they know that all fires, even small ones can spread very quickly.

If doubt exists about any appliance or electrical equipment that you have, get a qualified technician to check it out.
Keep flammable liquids away from flames or soundss(adrapanber pilot lights) and never smoke while pouring flamm
With fireplaces, open the damper before lighting the fire and keep it open until the ashes are cool enough to touch
Do not store combustible materials like paper or wood toe fitepdatteth

In fireplaces, use dry,-sedkoned wood in small amounts.
Never overload your fireplace.

When using artificial logs, burn only one at a time and follow the instructions on the wrapping of the logs.
Never use charcoal starter fluids, gasaimy other flammable substance to start fires.

Always place the ashes from a fireplace or woodstove in a metal container and take them outside the house.
Install a carbon monoxide detector, but still think prevention by yearly inspectioreat appiiganas@: heating systems




MATCH THE CORRECT ANSWER WITH EACH QUESTION

How many smoke You should wait at the

detectors should you have place you and your family

in your home? decided on during your
fire drill. Never go back

How often should you for pets, toys or any other
check and replace reason.

batteries in your smoke

detectors or test electric You need to have at least
ones? one working smoke Kids: Can you spot at least 8 fire hazards in

detector on each level of this kitchen pictu red above?  Check your
When escaping from a your home. kitchen and see if any of these same hazards
fire, should you run, walk are there. Tell a parent if you spot any.
or crawl!? You should crawl to avoid

the smoke and heat.
What should you do with

matches or lighters if you You should test fire
find them? detectors once a month

and replace batteries
What should you do if you every year.

are the firstoneouto fa
burning building? You should tell an adult

about them.

Message from District Chief Station 6 Onondaga,

Mid 2009, Onondaga firefighters welcomed new County of Brant Fire Chief Paul Boisonneault. Paul brings a fresh newaagpr
knowledge and experience; Onondaga firefighters are enjoying working with him and wish him well in his new position.

As a community, we shoulde extremely proud of our volunteer firefighters. | am particularly grateful foow much of their timethey are
giving now that our focus has grown to include more rescue and medical assist capabilities. This has resulted in morezgperahing and
more equipment to check and maintaimlext time you see your neighbours and friendfio are Onondagaifefightersi Deputy District
Chief Dean Featherston, Capt. Paul Hamilton, Capt. Barry McBlaiRaul Barton, Terry Charlton, Bob Devereux, Jim Groves, Josh Grove]
Joe Hirschegger, Jamie McBay, Tyler McBlain, Grant McCulloch, Jay McLellan, Dennis MundyryeSmith, Steve Smith and
JoshvanSicklei thank them for all the time and energy that they give to help make Onondaga a safer place tdHaek you guys.

/\(fl} /4/4/,»\««4 Larry Armes, District Chief Station 6 Onondaga

ONONDAGA FIREFIGHTERS GO ABOVE AND BEYOND...

Under the dual leadership of dedicated Training Officer Capt. BamigapeBlainknowledgedinédighter Dennis MynOnondaga
firefighters initiated a joint Bieifer Rescue praciith the Big CreelaBbarm &dedonia firefighters in AugrO®e Grand River. T
realistic training involved Onondaga & Caledonia firefighters working cpogetratimelgktop watescue situatioraledoia and
Onondaga firefi gh tresausequipmeént & liked workingrogettzecirhthisoMorthwhileseRercise pictured belo




