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Overall, the perimeter wooded areas lack a good tree 
canopy, have many weedy or even invasive native and 
alien species and the floor layer of ferns and wildflowers 
is missing. Reversion takes time – a lifetime would be 
insufficient to see the return of more than a few of the 
original inhabitants. But some are returning and many 
birds and mammals find their way here. 

You may catch a glimpse of fauna such as beaver, 
muskrats, mink, deer, foxes, turtles, frogs and toads as well 
as water birds such as Canada geese, mallard ducks, 
teal, and herons. Insects, fruiting shrubs and vines, and 
hidden nesting sites attract songbirds such as catbirds, 
blackbirds, blue jays, flickers, woodpeckers and 
chickadees. The resident horned owls prey on mammals 
such as mice, squirrels, rabbits, and smaller birds. 

When construction of the hatchery began 1909-1911, this was a 
wet lowland meadow, described as a “rough swamp bottom,” 
deemed useless otherwise but ideal for a hatchery because 
of its plentiful water and proximity to the TH&B Railroad for 
shipping. Mount Pleasant Creek which had meandered 
through its valley was diverted and dammed in several places. 

Ponds were dug and contained within berms, and various buildings 
were erected. 

Photographs c1913 show a bare landscape with original vegetation 
removed. But by 1915 a transformed site was considered “splendid,” one 
of the “beauty spots of the Province” owing to the “numerous fine flower 
beds with prolific blooms” and the “grounds being completely sodded” 
and groomed regularly. It already attracted thousands of visitors. 
Later, ornamental  trees and the Red Pine plantation were planted. 

Such an approach proved unsustainable and areas of the Park are 
reverting to a wild appearance, with work being done to repair some 
of the ecological damage of past practices incompatible with the site. 
Now, vegetation which prevents erosion and shelters fish rims the ponds 
which, subject to funding, are stocked each April with domestic trout. 
Rehabilitation of the Creek ensures shade, cool clean water, and calm 
pools for spawning trout which migrate to and from the Grand River.  
Naturalized groupings of native trees and shrubs have been added. 

Mount Pleasant Nature Park 

Building
circa 1915 

Haight Mill circa 1842 

History of the Park
The outline features of the Park originated when 
glacial melt waters flowing eastward to the Grand 
River carved a wide channel through a sandy 
glacial moraine. The area is now a much altered 
and disturbed site that struggles to overcome 
centuries of human activity – first farming, then a mill 
and hatchery operations. 

The largest turtle in Ontario and all of Canada. 
Adult snappers can weigh between 4–16 kg and the carapace 
(shell) measures 20–36 cm in length. Its shell is dark brown to 
black in colour, and the plastron (the flat underside part of the 
shell ) is yellow to tan. The tail is serrated and often is the same 
length as the carapace. The massive head is very distinctive 
with its powerful hooked jaw. 

Common Snapping Turtle
(Chelydra serpentina) 

Queen Annes Lace 

Picnic by the pond 

White Tail Deer See other signs for additional 
information on specific habitats 
and species. 


