











needs of the community for many years however, with declining atten-
dance, the church stopped holding services in 1984,

The cemetery is still maintained by a small group of volunteers under
the banner of the Cemetery Board of Onondaga Baptist Church and is still

accepting burials.

Names, still familiar to the area, can be found here including

Dougherty, Mulligan and Reeker.

South Dumfries
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SOUTH
DUMFRIES

Paris Plains Church and Cemetery
705 - 709 Paris Plains Church Rd.,

Glen Morris United Church and Cemetery
451A - 453 East River Rd., Glen Morris

Pioneer Presbyterian Cemetery

59 Beverly St.W., St. George

St. George United Church Cemetery

257 St. George Rd., St. George

St. George Baptist Cemetery

240 Burt Rd., St. George

Harrisburg United Church Cemetery

81 Harrisburg Rd., Harrisburg

Baptist Church Cemetery

29 Governors Rd. E., South Dumfries

Clump Cemetery
422 German School Rd., South Dumfries /

SOUTH DUMFRIES

ln 1796, the British Government
granted six miles on each side
of the Grand River from mouth to
source to the people of Six Nations
in recognition of their participation
during the American Revolution.
Many of the Six Nations landhold-
ers, whose leader was Captain
Joseph Brant, began selling their
holdings to the influx of seftlers.

In 1798, a block consisting
of 12 square miles, (now North
and South Dumfries) was pur-
chased by Philip Stedman. Sted-
man was never able to make the
proper arrangements for settle-
ment. In 1816, William Dickson
paid 24,000 British pounds for
the 94,305 acres. This fact is why
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North and South Dumifries are both
six miles wide from the banks of
the Grand River to their boundar-
ies.

Once known as the Township of
Dumfries, the Townships of North
and South Dumfries were divided
in 1850. This occurred when a
municipal act was passed, by the
Provincial Legislature, to set up
municipal councils in the coun-
ties, cities, towns, townships and
villages of Upper Canada. Over
the years, more boundary changes
have taken place. Today, North
Dumfries operates as an indepen-
dent township. South Dumfries
was included in the amalgamated
County of Brant in 1999,



@ Paris Plains Church

709 Paris Plains Church Rd.

In 1845, the Paris Plains Church was constructed. According to the
plaque placed by the Province, the church was built by the free labour
from its own congrega-
tion with stones gath-
ered from nearby fields.
It was known as the
West Dumfries Chapel.

This method of con-
struction was  brought
to the area by Levi
Boughton, an American
builder from upper New

% York in 1835. It is sel-
dom found elsewhere in Canada. Paris Plains is one of two cobblestone
churches in the area.

With the coming of the automobile, the church congregation dwindled
and services were discontinued in 1921.

The building fell into disrepair and at one time, some thought it should
be torn down. A movement began and there was enough interest to raise
the money to restore the church building. With back breaking labour sup-
plied by the nearby residents, the church was restored. Today, the church
and school are taken care of by an appointed trustee and the cemetery
by a group of volunteers. It is a testament to the dedication of a few
individuals.

Paris Plains Church

Cemetery
705 Paris Plains Church Rd.,
Established prior to 1813

Interred here are many of the Maus family
who were early settlers to this area. George
Maus’ family were living in the Hudson River
valley in the United States during the French
and Indian Wars (1758-1759). The family
took refuge from the attacks at Fort Seybert
and as such, were part of the Fort Seybert
Massacre. George and his wife were killed.
Their two children, a boy and a girl were tak-
en by Indigenous people. The boy was later
traded for a silver tankard at a trading post
and became known as Tankard Maus.

Tankard Maus was raised by the owner of
the trading post, HenryVan Schaack. Tankard
went on to marry Van Schaack’s daughter and named their first son Henry
V. S. Maus afterVan Schaack.

Henry Maus grew up in NewYork State and married Aurilla Bunnell and
had 6 children; one which later died.

In 1817, Henry Maus and his family immigrated to Upper Canada.
After some time, they settled in the Township of Dumfries. Several of his
brothers and sisters followed him from New York State and also settled in
the area.

As early as 1821, locals were meeting on an informal basis in homes
for bible study and prayer.

In 1824, soon after harvest time, Henry Maus asked his neighbours to
meet at his log cabin. This invitation began the start of a regular commu-
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nity bible study led by Henry Maus. Henry Maus later went on to donate
the land that, today, is home to the school, the church and the cemetery.

Along with the Maus family, there are other early settlers buried here
bearing the names that are still familiar fo the area today such as Ander-
son, Birley, Hutchinson, Kelley, Latshaw, Markle, McPherson, Nellis and
Smith just to name a few.

GLEN MORRIS

In 1823, settlers began to home-
stead the area with many of them
coming from Scotland (United
Kingdom) and others from the
United States. Glen Morris was
first known as Dawson’s Bridge as
John Dawson built a sawmill and

a bridge across the Grand River
in 1833. In 1840, the seftlement
was renamed Middleton. Samuel
Latshaw laid out the village in
1848 and in 1851, it was named
“Glen Morris” in honour of their
Postmaster.

@ Glen Morris United Church
453 East River Rd., Glen Morris

Worshippers typically travelled to other communities or held services
in homes of local settlers. In 1846, Rev. James Roy, of St. George, be-
gan holding occasional services in the local school. In 1847, with the
donation of land by Samuel Latshaw, plans began to take place to build
a suitable place of worship. With free labour from the congregation,
timber from the local woods and $2,000.00 to buy the grey cut stone
for the exterior, the dream of a church began to take shape.

On November 11, 1849, services began under the ministry of the
Presbyterian Church with Rev. James Roy officiating. Roy remained in
this position for 3 years until he was tragically killed as the result of a
fall from his horse. In 1925, the church entered into union and became
the Glen Morris United Church.

Glen Morris Cemetery, cia 1848
451A East River Rd., Glen Morris

Set in an idyllic setting next to the Glen Morris United Church is the Glen
Morris Cemetery. The cemetery was severed from the United Church
in 2006 and is one of only a few remaining active cemeteries in the
Province that is not run by the local municipality. A board of 5 trustees
look after the running of the cemetery and its closely tended grass and
wrought iron ornamental fence reflect the level of care the cemetery
receives.
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THE VILLAGE OF
ST. GEORGE

ttracted to the area because
of the fertile soil and artesian
wells, the village of St. George
began to spring up when the first
log home was built in 1814 by
Obed Wilson. With an abundance
of flowing water to run them, grist
mills were soon built to grind the
grain into flour that was grown by
the local farmers. Stores, a distill-
ery and a school soon followed.
One of the mills, located just
south of the village, was purchased
by lohn Bauslaugh which is where
St. George got its first name
“Bauslaugh’s Mills.”

In 1843, one or two members
of the Bauslaugh family died of
cholera when a travelling circus
brought the disease to the area.
There was so much excitement to
see the show that many people
travelled to Galt to watch the cir-
cus. The disease struck so quickly
that some died on their way back to
the village. According to oral his-
tory, they were buried where they
died in fear of bringing the disease
back to the village. The graves of
these poor souls are believed to be
scattered along the roads leading
back to St. George.

Pioneer Presbyterian Cemetery

(Also known as The Hunter Hoodless Pioneer Cemetery)
59 Beverley St. W., St. George

The first services held in St. George were conducted in 1832 by Rev,
William Proudfoot in a village schoolhouse. In 1834, the Presbyterians
built a small frame church for the sum of $650.00 which was located to

the west of the burial area.

This was replaced with a white brick edifice in 1861. An expanding
congregation resulted in the construction of a large red brick church in the
heart of the village.This is now the United Church.

Following the move to the newest church, the old building was sold and
was for some time a printing office. It was eventually sold to the Howell

family and was demolished to
make room for the construc-
tion of a new family home.

This is where the graves
of some of the area’s earliest
settlers can be found. David
and Jane Hunter, the parents
of Adelaide Hunter-Hoodless,
are interred here. Isaac Howell,
the one-eyed veteran marks-
man from the War of 1812,
is buried here along with
William Ronald and John
Smith who are also veterans
of that conflict.

@ St. George United Church Cemetery

257 St. George Rd., St. George

This cemetery was originally operated by the Methodist Church in St.
George. In 1831, the first Methodist services in the areas were held.
Around 1840, a frame church was built beside the current cemetery.
In 1868, plans were made for a new white brick church to be built just
north of the main intersection in the village. John Turner, of Brantford,
was retained as architect. The new church was completed at a cost of

$8,000.
37



Following the union with the Presbyterian Church in 1926, the build-
ing was sold and used as a dairy and a clothing factory. When the Royal
Canadian Legion established Branch 605 in St. George in 1964, the for-
mer church became its new home. Sadly, the building was destroyed by
arson in 1967.The current Legion building was built on the same site.

Like the other cemeteries in the area, operation of the site was turned
over to the municipality. This is now the only active cemetery in the
community. Many “old names” from St. George’s past can be found on
the markers here, including Harry Corwin Nixon, former Premier of Ontario,
and his son Pilot Officer Jackson Nixon, who was shot down in World
War II.

© St. George Baptist Cemetery
240 Burt Rd., St. George

Settlers of the Baptist faith arrived in St. George in the early 19th
century, and a congregation was chartered in 1824. A new stone church
was begun in 1857, and it served until 1911, when it was destroyed
by fire. A new
brick  building
was erected on
the same site
and continues as
the home of the
congregation to
this day.

The Bap-
tist  Cemetery
is located on
land that was -
once  owned \ \ ® CANADA/
by the Pattens, FESRESTES L .
who were early S SN /% VAL =
members of the , N V"""QE )
congregation. e - '
There are many
members of the
Patten family in-

terred here, along with their relatives by marriage — the Bells. The Bells
operated the B. Bell & Son Agricultural Works in St. George.

HARRISBURG

t's hard to imagine now but this | hopper cars to be shipped else-

small village was once consid- | where,
ered a major hub for the Great The village assumed the name
Western Railway. Harrisburg be- | of Harrisburg in honor of the
came the first railway junction in = President of the Great Western
the Country when the Brantford = Railway, Robert W. Harris. A two-
Harrisburg Branch and the Galt = storey railway station served pas-
Branch were constructed and met | sengers arriving from Brantford
here with the main line. Harrisburg | and surrounding areas and plans
had two designated west and east =~ were drawn up to expand the
yards. Large quantities of grain = town that never came to be.
were sent down chutes to waiting
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@ Harrisburg United Church

81 Harrisburg Rd., Harrisburg > \‘E

According to an 1877 histori-
cal account of Harrisburg, the Ca-
nadian Wesleyan Methodist New
Connexion Church was erected
in the summer of 1859 at a cost =
of $1500. The church was a red =
brick structure that had a seat- ™

ing capacity of about 250 persons. After having accommodated this
congregation for some thirty-three years, it was decided that a new and
larger church would have to be built to meet the needs of the growing
community. Consequently, the old church was demolished in September

1892 in order to make way for the construction of a new church.

By mid-October 1892, construction of the stone foundation had been
completed. Work continued throughout the winter and the church was

completed in late January 1893, entirely free of debt.

In 1924, all Methodist congregations were incorporated into the
newly formed United Church of Canada and were subsequently known

thereafter, as the United Church of Canada.

With Harrisburg’s decreasing population and the general falling off
of church attendance, a decision was made and the church was closed
in the summer of 1961.The church sat idle for another fifteen years
and in December of 1976, this once thriving church and community
centre was demolished. Today, only the cemetery remains of this once-
dynamic community centre and a children’s playground occupies the

former church site.

TOoUurR 6 | SOUTH DUMFRIES
Cemetery Tour
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Harrisburg United Church Cemetery
81 Harrisburg Rd., Harrisburg

In the cemetery stands two headstones in honour of two young men who
worked for the Great Western Railway at Harrisburg. Joseph Jones, aged
23 years, fell to his death on July 15, 1871 from the new Great Western
Rail bridge that was being built at Harrisburg. Charles Larking, originally
from Kent England, was killed on May 5, 1880. He was making his usual
walk-around inspection of the Crack Atlantic Express when he was struck
by the Brantford Local. The monuments were erected by their fellow
workers in their memory.

@ Baptist Church Cemetery

29 Governors Rd. E., South Dumfries

Governors Road was surveyed by Augustus Jones, in 1793, by order
of Lt. Governor John Graves Simcoe. In some areas, the road is also
called Dundas Street. Dundas Street is named after Henry Dundas who
was the Secretary of State for the British Home Department.

The road was cut in 1794 by 100 members of the Queen’s Rangers
from King’s Landing in Dundas to the east bank of the Grand River.
Governors Road is also known as “Immigrant Road” because so many
settlers travelled over it to reach their new homes. Many of settlers were
United Empire Loyalists. They had fled (along with the English, Irish and
Scots) in search of a better life from the United States after the Ameri-
can Revolution. Cholera seemed to attack the newcomers and was very
often fatal. Many of them were buried in rough coffins, made by a local
carpenter Elias Chatterson, along the roadside in unmarked graves.

A church was eventually built called the “Union Baptist Church” to
accommodate the new settlers. |t was a meeting place for these new
residents to keep in contact with their neighbours and was the site of
many happy events such as weddings, church socials and other commu-
nity activities. The church was eventually torn down but the adjoining
cemetery still remains and is the final resting place for many of these
early pioneers,

(Information from

% Blue Lake and Auburn Women’s
%} Institute Tweedsmuir)
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The Clump

Cemetery

422 German School Rd.
South Dumfries

Located on German School
Road, this cemetery is in a very
peaceful setting with a wrought
iron fence and neatly trimmed
grass. The Clump Family Cemetery
was established to be the final
resting place of the Clump fam-
ily who had immigrated to South
Dumfries in 1817.

The Clumps (originally spelled
Klump) are thought to have
emigrated from Holland with the
Henry Hudson expedition in 1608 to Upper New York State. They were
the first settlers to sail up the river now known as the Hudson River.
They settled in New York State for many years.

In 1814, Zachariah Clump immigrated to Canada. In 1817, Zachariah
returned to New York State and married Jane Linington, of Duchess
County New York. Clump returned to Canada with his bride and
settled in South Dumfries Township, Lot 17, Conc. 1.

During this period of early settlement, there were very few public
cemeteries. Many of the pioneers were buried in family plots on the
land they homesteaded. In approximately 1820, Zachariah estab-
lished a family plot on their home farm leaving a sum of money so
that the cemetery could be cared for in perpetuity.

Zachariah gave three other neighbouring families permission to
bury their loved ones in this tranquil setting. Three trustees oversaw
the maintenance of the cemetery, only being appointed at the death
of another, until the cemetery was taken over by the County of Brant.
(From the Mayle Family Tweedsmuir, Paris Museum and Archives)

e
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The Brant Heritage Committee of the
County of Brant was established in
November 2000 as an advisory
committee of the County of Brant
Municipal Council.

The committee is made up of
volunteers from the community who have
an interest in heritage issues and have

offered their time, talent and energy to
the work of preserving our
architectural heritage.
The Mayor, two members of Council and
two staff representatives also serve the
committee.

Produced by
the Brant Heritage Committee
of the County of Brant
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Amanda Dirycz Steve Schmitt
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Brant Heritage Committee

Community & Development Services Dept.
66 Grand River St. N., Paris, Ontario N3L 2M2

519.442.6324 or 888.250.2296
heritage@brant.ca



