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Planning Your Agricultural-Related Use or 
On-Farm Diversified Use Project 
 

Disclaimer 
The information contained in this guide was compiled based on information available at the time of 
production. While this guide can be used as you plan your On-Farm Diversified Use project, the 
information herein, including regulations and costs is subject to change and it is in the best interests 
of property owners and applicants who wish to pursue an On-Farm Diversified Use project to confirm 
all information in this planning guide prior to proceeding. For more information or assistance with 
your project, please contact the County of Brant Development Services Department.  
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What is an Agriculture-Related Use or On-Farm Diversified Use? 
An Agriculture- Related Use is a farm-related commercial or farm-related industrial use that is 
directly related to the farming operation and provides products and/or services to farm operations as 
a primary activity. Some Examples of Agriculture-Related Uses are 

Farm-related commercial uses include uses such as retailing of agriculture-related products (e.g., 
farm supply co-ops, farmers’ markets and retailers of value-added products like wine or cider made 
from produce grown in the area), livestock assembly yards and farm equipment repair shops if they 
meet all the criteria for this category of uses.  

Farm-related industrial uses include uses such as industrial operations that process farm 
commodities from the area such as abattoirs, feed mills, grain dryers, cold/dry storage facilities, 
fertilizer storage and distribution facilities, food and beverage processors (e.g., wineries and cheese 
factories) and agricultural biomass pelletizers if they meet all the criteria for this category of uses. 
Many of these uses add value to the agricultural commodities produced in the area. 
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An On-Farm Diversified Use is a use or uses that are accessory to the principal farming operation or 
agricultural use of the property and are limited in area. Some examples are: 

 

 

Value-added agricultural uses such as Agriculture-Related Uses and On-Farm Diversified Uses, are 
limited in scale, directly related to a farm operation, and compatible with surrounding agricultural 
operations. These types of uses maintain a viable agricultural and agri-food economy while 
protecting and mitigating negative impacts on the agricultural lands such as removal of lands from 
agricultural production.  

Uses generating significant traffic, such as large food processors or full-scale banquet halls, would 
not meet the intent of the Provincial Policy Statement definition for an Agriculture-Related Use or On-
Farm Diversified Uses and will therefore not be permitted. 

 

Where are Agriculture-Related Uses or On-Farm Diversified Uses 
Permitted? 
Agriculture-Related Uses or On-Farm Diversified Uses are permitted within the agricultural areas of 
the County of Brant accessory to a farming operation. Farming operations are lands that are assessed 
as farmland, have a valid Farm Business Registration number and are used for the purpose of 
agricultural activities (as established within the County of Brant Zoning By-Law) but does not include 
cannabis facilities or cannabis uses.  
 

Does my project qualify as an Agriculture-Related Use or On-Farm 
Diversified Use? 
To see if your project qualifies as an Agriculture-Related Use or On-Farm Diversified Use, the main 
factors that will need to be considered are use, size and scale of the proposal. A list of requirements 
for both Agriculture-Related Uses and On-Farm Diversified Uses have been included within this 
Guide for reference. Please note that the information below is provided as a summary of the overall 
requirements and certain properties may have specific requirements that are not listed below. 
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Requirements for an Agriculture-Related Use  
6.3 Agriculture-Related Use 
 
Agriculture-Related Uses to principle farming operations may be permitted subject to the 
following criteria: 

1. The Agriculture-Related Use shall not be permitted in natural heritage features or wetlands 
identified in Schedule ‘B’ or Schedule ‘C’ or as per Section 2.3.2.1 of the County of Brant 
Official Plan except for expansions to existing buildings and structures where it is 
demonstrated that there is no alternative, the expansion into the feature is minimized and is 
directed away from the feature to the maximum extent possible and the impact is minimized 
and mitigated to the maximum extent possible.  

2. A vegetation protection zone is to be maintained as natural self-sustaining vegetation that is 
no less than 30 metres for wetlands, permanent and intermittent streams, fish habitat and 
significant woodlands. 

3. The maximum lot coverage for an Agriculture-Related Use shall not exceed thirty percent 
(30%) of the total lot area of the subject lands. 

4. The majority of the product processed, preserved, packaged and/or stored shall be from the 
farm operation on the subject lands, including crops used to produce wines, beers, spirits or 
similar products. 

5. If a value-retaining use provides support to surrounding farm operations within a reasonable 
distance of the subject lands, it shall be considered an Agriculture-Related Use. 

6. An Agriculture-Related Use may be subject to the Province of Ontario’s Minimum 
7. Distance Separation (MDS) Guidelines for compatibility between livestock facilities and 

sensitive land-uses. 
8. The Agriculture-Related Use shall be secondary to the principle farm operation on the 

subject lands. 
9. Prior to an Agriculture-Related Use being established on a property, a site plan control shall 

be applicable to mitigate the impacts of items such as but not limited to traffic, parking, 
emissions, noise, water and waste water usage, relevant environmental approvals, 
landscaping, buffering, size and scale in relation to the applicable requirements of By-Law 
61-16. 

10. Wineries may be an Agriculture-Related Use subject to the requirements as set out within 
the County of Brant Zoning By-Law. 

 

 

Did you know?  
 
Ontario allows for 3 general uses of 
agricultural lands: 

• Agricultural Uses (crops, livestock, 
greenhouse etc.) 

• Agriculture-Related Uses (farm 
supplies, farmer’s markets, wine and 
cider production etc.) 

• On-Farm Diversified Uses (bakeries, 
petting zoo, wineries, farm-related 
offices etc.) 
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Requirements for an On-Farm Diversified Use 
6.4 On-Farm Diversified Use 
 
On-Farm Diversified Uses accessory to principle farming operations may be permitted subject to 
the following criteria: 

 
1. An On-Farm Diversified use shall only be permitted accessory to a farm 

operation on the same lot. 
2. On-Farm Diversified Use(s) shall not exceed a combined total of either one (1) hectare 

or two percent (2%) of the area of the lands on which the use is proposed, whichever is 
lesser. 

3. The gross floor area of all buildings or structures used for an On-Farm Diversified Use 
shall not exceed twenty percent (20%) of the land area, as stated in clause 2 above. 

4. The land area and the area of existing buildings or structures used for an On-Farm 
Diversified Use may be discounted at the rate of fifty percent (50%). Where an On-Farm 
Diversified Use uses the same footprint as a demolished agricultural building, the land 
area for the On-Farm Diversified Use may be similarly discounted by fifty percent (50%). 

5. One hundred percent (100%) of the area needed for parking areas and outdoor storage 
for the On-Farm Diversified Use shall be included in the area calculation. 

6. Where an On-Farm Diversified Use uses an existing farm laneway or parking area, the 
area of the laneway or parking area shall not be included in the area calculations. 

7. Services required for the use proposed are provided on the same lot, to the satisfaction 
of the County of Brant, and shall not have any negative impacts on neighboring and 
surrounding land uses. 

8. On-Farm Diversified Uses that include agri-tourism and farm experience activities shall 
be directly related to the principle agricultural use. 

9. Production lands which are used for the growing of crops and are simultaneously used 
as part of an activity area, such as a corn maze, shall not be included in the area 
calculations for the On-Farm Diversified Use. However, these activity areas shall not 
exceed five percent (5%) of the total lot area of the subject lands. 

10. An On-Farm Diversified Use shall be subject to the Minimum Distance Setbacks 
Guidelines, except where an On-Farm Diversified Use does not generate a significant 
amount of visitors and does not include agri-tourism or food services or provide 
accommodations on site. 

11. The On-Farm Diversified Use must meet all applicable requirements of the Ontario 
Building Code, the Ontario Fire Code, Municipal Implementation Guidelines, and 
requires an approved building permit to legally establish the use. 

12. The On-Farm Diversified Use shall not be permitted in natural heritage features or 
wetlands identified in Schedule ‘B’ or Schedule ‘C’ or as per Section 2.3.2.1 of the 
County of Brant Official Plan except for expansions to existing buildings and structures 
where it is demonstrated that there is no alternative, the expansion into the feature is 
minimized and is directed away from the feature to the maximum extent possible and 
the impact is minimized and mitigated to the maximum extent possible.  

13. A vegetation protection zone is to be maintained as natural self-sustaining vegetation 
that is no less than thirty (30) metres for wetlands, permanent and intermittent streams, 
fish habitat, and significant woodlands. 

14. Prior to an On-Farm Diversified Use being established on a property, a Site Plan Control 
shall be applicable to mitigate the impacts of items such as but not limited to traffic, 
parking, emissions, noise, water and waste water usage, relevant environmental 
approvals, landscaping, buffering, size and scale in relation to the applicable 
requirements of By-Law 61-16. 
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15. Wineries, craft breweries, cideries and distilleries are considered On-Farm Diversified 
Uses and shall be subject to the requirements of Subsection 6.4 of the County of Brant 
Zoning By-Law. 

16. An agricultural event is considered an On-Farm Diversified Use and shall be subject to 
all requirements within Subsection 6.4 of the Zoning By-Law. Agricultural events that 
are beyond the scale of an On-Farm Diversified Use shall only be permitted on a 
temporary basis through a Temporary Zoning By-Law Amendment.  

 

Keep in mind that that each property is different and there may be other factors that impact the size 
you can build, such as the area of the property, setbacks from your property lines or from your well 
and septic. The information below is provided to give a starting point and when staff reviews the 
proposal, we’ll be able to help figure out exactly what permissions will apply to your property to help 
move your project forward. 

 

 

Did you know that 77% of the lands 
in the County of Brant are 
considered prime agricultural land 
by the Province of Ontario? 
 
 

 

Parking Requirements 
Parking requirements for an Agriculture-Related Use or On-Farm Diversified Use are as 
follows: 

Type of use 
Minimum required off-street parking 
Regulations (per gross floor area) 

Agriculture-Related Uses 1 per 100m² 

On-Farm Diversified Uses 1 per 100m² 

 
For a full list of requirements relating to parking and loading please refer to Section 5 of the County 
of Brant Zoning By-Law. To reference the County of Brant Zoning By-Law please visit 
www.brant.ca/investinbrant , or email planning@brant.ca or contact Planning Staff for assistance.  
 

http://www.brant.ca/investinbrant
mailto:planning@brant.ca
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How do I know if my zoning permits an Agriculture-Related Use or On-
Farm Diversified Use? 
Your property’s zoning helps lay out what uses are permitted on your property and where structures 
can be placed. The zoning will help you figure out what requirements will apply to your Agriculture-
Related Use or On-Farm Diversified Use project for things like maximum floor area, height, and 
required setbacks from your property lines.  

Below are the requirements for the Agricultural (A) Zone to assist in planning for your project: 

Street Setback, Minimum (metres) 25.0 metres 

Interior Side Yard Setback, Minimum (metres)  15.0 metres 

Rear Yard Setback, Minimum (metres)  15.0 metres 

Lot Coverage, Maximum  30% 

Landscaped Open Space, Minimum  30% 

Building Height, Maximum (metres) 10.0 metres 

 
*Please note that any openings such as windows and doors may impact the location of 
a building or structure proposed for an Agriculture-Related Use or On-Farm Diversified 
Use. These details are governed by the Ontario Building Code. 

When reviewing Minimum Distance Setbacks Guidelines for an Agriculture-Related Use or On-Farm 
Diversified Use, if a greater distance than that of the Zoning By-Law (as outlined within the chart 
above) is required, the more restrictive setback shall apply. 

If you need help finding out what your property is zoned, you can visit www.brant.ca/OFDU, email 
the County of Brant Development Planning department at  planning@brant.ca or contact 
Development Planning Staff for assistance at 519.44BRANT.  
 

In the County of Brant, we want to 
diversify agricultural lands for 

different uses, to help promote and 
protect our agricultural lands. 

  
 

https://www.brant.ca/OFDU
mailto:planning@brant.ca


 Page 9 
 

What if I am utilizing an existing building? 
As the existing building would have been established for a previous use, County of Brant staff will 
review the existing building under the current requirements of the Zoning By-Law, Minimum 
Distance Setbacks Guidelines, Ontario Building Code and Ontario Fire Code to ensure that the 
building complies. A Change of Use Permit or Record of Site Condition may be required in order to 
legally change the existing use of a building on a property. This will be reviewed by County of Brant 
staff through the Minor Site Plan Control process.   
 

Size and Scale Calculations for On-Farm Diversified Uses 
To determine the size and scale calculations for your On-Farm Diversified Use program, you will first 
need to add together the area of all structures to be utilized, parking areas and open storage areas. 
On-Farm Diversified Uses must not exceed a combined total of either one (1) hectare or two percent 
(2%) of the area of the lands on which the use is proposed, whichever is lesser. The total gross floor 
area of all buildings or structures used for an On-Farm Diversified Use shall not exceed twenty 
percent (20%) of the land area. The area of existing buildings or structures used for an On-Farm 
Diversified Use may be discounted at the rate of fifty percent (50%). Where an On-Farm Diversified 
Use uses the same footprint as a demolished agricultural building, the land area for the On-Farm 
Diversified Use may be discounted by fifty percent (50%). One hundred percent (100%) of the area 
needed for parking areas and outdoor storage for the On-Farm Diversified Use shall be included in 
the area calculation. Where an On-Farm Diversified Use uses an existing farm laneway or parking 
area, the area of the laneway or parking area shall not be included in the area calculations. 

When calculating the size and scale of the proposal, keep in mind that the property also has a 
maximum lot coverage (30%) and landscaped open space (30%) that applies, including any existing 
buildings not part of this proposal (ex. Existing dwelling or barns). In most cases, you’ll hit the 
maximum 2% or 1 hectare size limitation before you’ll hit your total lot coverage, but in some cases 
the overall size of the property may be smaller and cause one or both requirements to be exceeded. 
If this is the case than the proposal may need to be adjusted to comply with the requirements. 
Applications may be considered for amendments to the overall lot coverage and will be reviewed by 
County of Brant staff on a site-specific basis. Amendments to the overall size limitations of 2% or 1 
hectare will not be supported, as these requirements are stipulated within the Provincial Policy 
framework.  

If you have questions about whether your proposal complies, County of Brant staff will review your 
calculations when you submit the Minor Site Plan Control application and are also available to assist 
with any questions about determining your specific requirements before your submission.  
 

Are there height limitations for agricultural buildings? 
There are exemptions relating to height restrictions within the County of Brant Zoning By-Law for 
barns or silos for an agricultural use as defined within the By-Law, and grain elevator and drying 
facility through Section 4.15 Height Restrictions. Any structure proposed for an Agriculture-Related 
Use or OFDU within the Agricultural Zone would be subject to the restrictions of the Agricultural 
Zone of ten (10) metres.   
 

My p  j         ’  quite qualify, so what can I do? 
If your project doesn’t meet the requirements needed to make it eligible or doesn’t meet some of the 
criteria, you may be able to pursue an application to ask permission from our Committee or Council 
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to have your Agriculture-Related Use or On-Farm Diversified Use project move forward. Dependent 
on what requirements your project doesn’t meet, you’ll need to let us know that your project will not 
have negative impacts on things like surrounding agricultural operations and uses, the existing 
farming operation, preservation of agricultural land, parking, water quality and quantity, septic 
attenuation, the character of the neighbourhood and the privacy of neighbouring properties. This 
justification will be dependent on what requirements are not met and the assistance of a hired 
professional planner and/or engineer to help prepare your application may be necessary.  

Going through the application process will require time and expense, but it will ensure that the 
proposed project is done safely and can meet the intent of the policies in place. This a public process 
that allows a neighbourhood to get involved and have their input on whether they think an 
application is suitable or not. Committee and Council will make the decision on the application and 
consider granting approval if the intent of the policy framework established (as outlined within The 
Provincial Policy Statement and Guidelines on Permitted Uses in Ontario’s Prime Agricultural Areas) are 
maintained.  

If you are considering an application for your project, it is best to talk to your neighbours to hear their 
feedback and address any concerns they may raise before the investment required to have the 
application go before Committee and Council. It is also best to contact and meet with Planning staff 
about your application to learn more about the submission requirements, application process, 
timeliness, fees and policy requirements before completing an application.  For more information, 
please contact the Development Planning Division at planning@brant.ca or 519.44BRANT.  
 

 

 

 

mailto:planning@brant.ca


 Page 11 
 

What is the process? 
Minor Site Plan Control will be required to be completed prior to the legal establishment of an 
Agriculture-Related Use or On-Farm Diversified Use on a property. The Minor Site Plan Control 
process will ensure that the new use fits in with the agricultural character of the area and traffic and 
circulation impacts are minimal. The process will be used to address elements such as entrances, 
parking, pathways, emergency vehicle access, lighting and loading areas. With delegated authority 
for the site plan process, County of Brant staff in the Development Planning Division will ensure that 
potential impacts are addressed through an expedited process. Other items reviewed through the 
site plan control process will consist or proper signage on roads with frequent use by slow-moving 
farm vehicles and standard road designs and traffic controls to accommodate the mix of automobile 
traffic and slow-moving farm equipment. 

Upon completion of the site plan control process a building permit may be required for your 
proposal. There may be different Ontario Building Code requirements for your project depending if 
you are renovating an old building or constructing a new building, if you’re putting an addition on an 
existing building, or converting an existing structure. Different properties and building types may 
have different submission requirements and fees. If you need assistance with your building permit 
application, please contact the County of Brant Building Division at building@brant.ca or 
519.44BRANT.  

With respect to the County of Brant Development Charges By-Law, the creation of a new use on an 
agricultural property that requires a building permit for the building and/or retro-fitting of a building 
would require the payment of development charges. These charges provide funding for municipal 
services such as highway and road maintenance, recreation, administration, emergency response, 
and municipal water, wastewater and drainage (where applicable). These charges will also help 
mitigate potential impacts on our rural roads and infrastructure for uses that may see higher traffic 
and human densities as a result of an Agriculture-Related Use or On-Farm Diversified Use.  
 

What kind of fees will apply to my project? 
Development Charges 
Development Charges are a one-time fee levied by municipalities on new residential and non-
residential properties that help pay for a portion of the growth-related infrastructure projects. As the 
County of Brant allows for diversification of the agricultural areas, we need to make sure each new 
use is accounted for with our updated infrastructure and services. The creation of a new use on an 
agricultural property that requires a building permit for the building and/or retro-fitting of a building 
would require the payment of development charges. 

The cost of these charges will depend on your proposal. Areas that are on well and septic services 
may not be required to pay charges related to municipal water and wastewater services. For more 
information on Development Charges, please check out the development charges web page or 
contact our Building Division at building@brant.ca for assistance.  
 

Building Permit Fees 
Building permit fees are subject to change. To review our current fees schedule, please visit 
www.brant.ca/fees . If you have any questions, please contact the County of Brant Building Division 
directly at building@brant.ca or 519-44BRANT.   
 

mailto:building@brant.ca
https://www.brant.ca/en/resident-services/Development-Charges-Bylaw.aspx#Questions-and-Answers
mailto:building@brant.ca
http://www.brant.ca/fees
mailto:building@brant.ca
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What documents will I need for my building permit application? 
To submit a building permit application, you’ll need to provide the following paperwork to help staff 
review your project: 

• A complete and signed permit application form 
o Including Designer information ‘Schedule 1’ corresponding with the designer’s name 

and BCIN on all drawings submitted with the application 
• A copy of the Property Deed 
• A copy of the approved site plan 
• A complete set of construction drawings, drawn to scale, including applicable: 

o Foundation Plans (size of walls, footings, and piers) 
o Floor Plans (overall dimensions, room names, structure information etc.) 
o Building Elevations (from all sides showing wall and roof height, window, and door 

locations, etc.) 
o Cross Sections (through the wall from footings to roof noting all materials in the 

foundation, wall, and roof assembly) 
• A Heat Loss/Gain Calculation and Mechanical Ventilation Design Summary/Layout 

o Provided along with calculations – Schedule 1: Designer Information 
• An Energy Efficiency Design Summary form and applicable supporting documents 
• A Copy of the Truss Layout for roof and/or floor layout 
• A copy of the Well and Septic Report and/or Permit 
• Other applicable approvals / supporting documentation may apply: 

o Conservation Authority permit or written permission (Grand River Conservation 
Authority / Long Point Regulatory Conservation Authority) 

o Proof of address for the Agriculture-Related Use or OFDU (which may require the 
purchase of an additional blue 9-1-1 address plate, and can obtained by emailing 
planning@brant.ca)  

o A Minimum Distance Separation Calculation, as required by the Ontario Ministry of 
Agriculture, Food and Rural Affairs to ensure that the new use will not impact 
surrounding livestock facilities and vice versa. (More information on this can be found 
in the FAQs section of this guide)  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.brant.ca/en/resident-services/resources/Applications_Licenses_and_Permits/Application_to_Construct_or_Demolish.pdf
https://www.brant.ca/en/resident-services/resources/Applications_Licenses_and_Permits/Application_to_Construct_or_Demolish.pdf#page=3
mailto:planning@brant.ca
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Frequently Asked Questions about On-Farm Diversified Uses 
 
What is agri-tourism? 
Agri-tourism uses are farm-related tourism uses including limited accommodation such as a bed and 
breakfast, that promote the enjoyment, education or activities related to the farming operation on the 
property. 

Does my project need a separate address? 
Yes, please contact planning@brant.ca to have an address assigned to your business. This address 
will be assigned as a secondary address to the property to ensure the safety of the people working 
or visiting the business.  

Can an Agriculture- Related Use or On-Farm Diversified Use be severed and sold 
separately? 
No. The intent of these policies is that the use be established as an additional accessory use to a 
farming operation on a property within the agricultural area in order to subsidize the existing principal 
agricultural use. The direction from the Province of Ontario is that Agriculture-Related Uses and On-
Farm Diversified Uses must remain part of the principal farming operation of which it is directly 
accessory to and cannot be severed and sold separately. These policies help us avoid things like 
fragmentation of agricultural land systems and agri-food network, and negative impacts on 
surrounding farm operations. 

Can I have more than one (1) Agriculture-Related Use or On-Farm Diversified Use on my 
property? 
Yes. The Official Plan policies and Zoning By-Law requirements permit multiple Agriculture-Related 
Uses and/or On-Farm Diversified Uses on properties if the requirements and intent of the policies 
are maintained.   

Do I need insurance on my Agriculture-Related Use or On-Farm Diversified Use? 
Yes. You will need to contact your individual insurance provider for quotes and information on 
coverage for your project.  

I need a Minimum Distance Separation Calculation for my project, where do I start? 
A Minimum Distance Separation Calculation is required when your property is in a rural or agricultural 
area, outside of one of our settlement areas within the Official Plan. This is a requirement of the 
Province of Ontario to make sure that any new residential uses in these areas will not negatively 
impact the surrounding farm operations that have livestock. Livestock operations can involve sound, 
lights and smells that may generate complaints from nearby residents, a Minimum Distance 
Separation calculation is one way to make sure that we are appropriately separating these types of 
uses. Applicants are required to provide the information necessary for County of Brant Planning staff 
to review a Minimum Distance Separation calculation. This may include information from nearby 
livestock operations such as the type of livestock, capacity of the barn and type of manure system 
and storage.  

In some instances, it may be helpful to an applicant to hire a land-use planning consultant or a 
nutrient management consultant to undertake the Minimum Distance Separation calculation on their 
behalf. The formula and guidelines are provided by the Province of Ontario to assist municipalities 
when dealing with non-compatible land uses, such as residential uses with livestock facilities. Some 
types of these uses may lead to potential conflicts with surrounding livestock facilities, such as uses 
that include food service, accommodations, and other uses that are characterized by a more human 
activity. To support the functions of normal farming practices in our agricultural areas and reduce the 

mailto:planning@brant.ca
https://www.nutrientmanagement.ca/directories/nutrient-management-consultants/
https://www.nutrientmanagement.ca/directories/nutrient-management-consultants/
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change of impacts on these operations, a Minimum Distance Separation  calculation will be required 
to establish all agriculture-related and on-farm diversified uses. When required, these proposed uses 
would be considered as Type A land uses, typically characterized by a lower density of human 
activity than within a settlement area, but with the potential to impact the expansion of farming 
operations. Meeting the requirements of the Minimum Distance Separation guidelines will be 
required for eligibility to pursue an as-of-right diversified or agriculture-related use. 

How do I connect my Agriculture-Related Use or On-Farm Diversified Use to proper 
services? 
You will need to contact the appropriate service providers and in some cases, a qualified 
professional that can advise if your current service connections can accommodate the increase in 
service use or if you will need to pay to have your services upgraded. Listed below are the common 
service providers in the County of Brant and who should be contacted for more information: 

Hydro Services  

• Energy Plus (519.442.2215 or www.energyplus.ca) 
• Hydro One (1.888.664.9376 or www.hydroone.com) 

Well and Septic Services 

• A qualified plumbing and/or septic professional 

Natural Gas Services 

• Enbridge / Union Gas (1.888.774.3111 or www.uniongas.com) 

 

Will an Agriculture-Related Use or On-Farm Diversified Use affect my 
property taxes? 
Yes. With the diversification of an agricultural uses, property value and taxation changes may occur 
and will be dependent on the extent of the processing and sale activities on the site as categorized 
by the Municipal Property Assessment Corporation. Taxation in the County of Brant is calculated 
based on the assessed value of a property. 

The Municipal Property Assessment Corporation will generally assess a farm property based on 
several factors including the farmland, residence and land, farm outbuildings and other buildings to 
establish the property’s value. The properties are assessed based on their ‘active use’, and not 
necessarily on the ‘permitted uses’ or potential of the property under a municipality’s planning 
policies. To this effect, additional uses on a farm property, such as adding additional buildings or 
uses, could increase the current value of a property that may be reflected when a reassessment is 
done by the Municipal Property Assessment Corporation.  

Adding additional buildings and/or uses to a property may increase the value of the property and 
any subsequent increase to property taxes would be phased in accordingly through the Municipal 
Property Assessment Corporation. If an area of the property is used for purposes other than farming, 
a structure thereon is valued according to the cost of replacement (taking into consideration the 
design, age, size, and quality of construction). These uses and alternative structures would be valued 
and classified according to the Municipal Property Assessment Corporation consideration of their use 
and may be considered commercial, industrial, agricultural or residential. More information can be 
found at www.mpac.ca or by contacting the County of Brant Tax Division at tax@brant.ca  

In 2018 the Government of Ontario established two new industrial and commercial subclasses to 
promote and support small-scale farming businesses that are a direct extension of a farming 

http://www.mpac.ca/
mailto:tax@brant.ca
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operation on a property. Alongside farm tax incentives and farm forestry exemptions, these newly 
introduced sub-classes can help reduce the cost of a commercial or industrial tax rate by up to 75%. 
More information and frequently asked questions about this incentive opportunity can be found by 
referencing the Small-Scale On-Farm Business Subclasses Frequently Asked Questions  

If you have questions about your property assessment or if you think your property might qualify for 
the small-scale on-farm business subclasses, please contact our Customer Contact Centre, Toll Free 
at 1 866 296-6722 or TTY 1 877 889-6722 (Hours of operation: Monday to Friday – 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. EST) 
or visit www.aboutmyproperty.ca  
 

Need Additional Assistance? 
If you have any further questions regarding an Agriculture-Related Use, On-Farm Diversified Use or 
this Guide please visit www.brant.ca/OFDU to contact County of Brant staff. 
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